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Persia and E'raq, he caused Shaptir to be brought down
from the tower, and compelled him to run as a porter by
the side of his horse on the march. The Qaisar made
great havoc in the country of Eran, because through what-
ever province he passed, he either felled all the trees with
the axe of unrighteousness, or pulled them up by the
roots. When he arrived near the army of Shapur, in the
country of Khuzestan, where he found the Persian nobles
had garrisoned a fort, the Qaisar determined to lay siege to
it. On a certain night, which appeared to be a festival of
the Rftmis, but in reality became one of the Persians, the
Qaisar and his chiefs were amusing themselves, and the
guards of Shapftr became remiss in their duties. The King
of Persia beckoned to some of his fellow-prisoners who were
near to free him from his bonds; they softened by means
of warm oil the hide, which had become dry on his body,
arid he hastened to the gate of the town. The guards of
the roads and towers recognised the voice of their king,
admitted him into the fort, and were delighted with his
arrival. Shapiir then ordered the arsenal to bo thrown
open, and weapons to bo given to brave and courageous
men. Then he made a sally, and fell like a sudden judg-
ment upon the Qaisar, whom the heroes of the army
captured and brought to the presence of Shapur. Then
the king ordered the Governor of lliirn to be imprisoned,
arid forced him during the time of his captivity to send
men to Hum to bring soil [sic] from that country, so that
they repaired every damage they had caused in Eran; and
having brought olive instead of date trees from Rftm, they
planted thorn there.

When the realm of Shapur had again become cultivated
as in former time, ho allowed the Qaisar to depart; in some
chronicles, however, it is related that Shfipiir caused the
legs of the Qaisar to bo amputated, and that, having per-
forated ids nose, and drawn a bridle through it, he was
placed on a donkey and sent back to Rftm.

It is recorded in the T&rikk Moa'jum that after the
return of the Qaisar to the country of Rftm, a man from